
r i ts beauty in the sky, Venus is the second planet 
~ I I Itnc Sun and similar in size to Earth. However, i ts 

nmense surface heat and pressure make the planet 
completely uninhabitable. I t  has a thick, poisonous 

than Mt. Everest. 
In the early 1990s, NASA's Magellan 
spacecraft studied the rocky planet, 
examining the shapes of Venusian 
mountains, canyons and other surface 
features. Magellan data has been 
used to make maps of the surface 

' 
properties and the planet's i n  
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